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1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ~gpriir . v id
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON _ 7 5 i -

2 AT SEATTLE T ’)w 27 ..

THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, a

4 state of the United States;
the COUNTY OF XING, a county

§ of the State of Washington;

and the CITY OF SEATTLE, a

)
}
}
)
)
6 municipal corporation, ) i
} _ i
7 Plaintiffs, ) oo
)
8 vs, ) CIVIL ACTION
_ )
9 THE AMERICAN LEAGUE OF } NO, 9389
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL ) #erf
10 CLUBS, et al, ) K
) _
1 befendants, } 667
2 =T a0
! - T
DEPOSITION UPON ORAL EXAMINATION OF GERAHD C. HOFFRERGER
13 ) ' :
14
15 E IT REMEMBERED, that the Deposition Upon Oral
16 Examination of, C. HOFFBERGER was taken at the instance

17 of Plaintiffs én the 30th day of July, 1973, beginning at

18 10:00 a.m, at 225 North Calvert, Baltimere, Maryland, pursuant
19 to due notice, before ORIN E., GRAY, Notary Public;

20 : APPEARANCES : |

2 WILLIAM L. DWYER, ESQ,, and JERRY McNAUL, ESQ,.,
22 appeariné for and upon behalf of the Plaintiffs the State of
23 | washington, and the County of King;

4 LAWRENCE K. McDONNELL, Assistant Corporation

25 Counsel, appearing for and upon behalf of the Plaintiffs, the
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City of Seattle;
DAVID E, WAGONER, ESQ,, JOHN FERGUSON, ESQ., and

JAMES P. GARNER, ESQ.,, appearing for and upon behalf of the
American League of Professional Baseball Clubs;
JOHN R. TOMLINSON, ESQ., appearing for and upon

behalf cf Sportservices, Inc;

MORTON J. HOLLANDER, ESQ., appearing for and

upon behalf of Gerald C. Hoffberger;

WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were had

and done, to-wit:

GERALD C. HOFFBERGER, being first duly sworn on oath,
appeared and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

B8Y MR, DWYER:

] State your full name.
“--.7 3 d 07
A , Charles Hoffberger.

Q What is your home address?

A Sunset Hill, Ryderwood, Maryland.

0 Your occupation? | -

A Corporate executive,

Q Do you have a position with the Baltimore baseball club,

one of the defendants in this case?

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
409 NORTON BLDG.
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

2




16
11

12

13-

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

b o R

Lo

ke

- o B D o T

Q

m.l

O

Lo .

I am Chairman of the Board.

Are you also a shareholder &n that corporation?

Yes,

Would you tell us what percentage of the shares you hold?
Personally I think I own one hundred shares.

who ara the-other shareholders?

National Brewing Company is a shareholder and there are
many other individuals, whose names I can't remember
because it is a public cdrpbration.

Does any one shareholder have voting control 6f the
company?

Naticonal Brewing Company,

And is that a brewing company owned by yoursélf?

No,

bo you own stock in it?

Yes, _

About what percentage of that do you own?

I don't know, but it is very little.

Does the Baltimore baseball club corporation have any
business other than the cperation of a professional
baseball team?

NO.

Does it have a firm of certifiad public accountants?
Yes,

What are their names?
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Main, Léfrentz & Comnmpany.

Does the Baltimore offiéé‘handle the preparation of the
baseballaénnual financial st%tements?

To my knowledge I believe iﬁldbas.

Now at the present time the Baltimore baseball club has a
lease on the Memorial Stadium nere in Baltimore, is that
correct?

That is correct.

And do you have a concession contract with a concessionairg
company?

Yes,

which one?

Sportservice of Maryland,

{Plaintiffs' pBxhibit 1 marked
for identification,)

Handing you Exhibit 1 to this deposition, I will ask

if you can tell us whether that is the contract between
the Baltimore bassball club and Sportservice?

I can't tell whether it is or not, If I read it I couldn'
tell, I would have to believe that if it was.given to you
as a contract that it is,

Are you familiar with the term, that is the number of
years that your contract with Sportservice runs?

Tt expires in 1973 unless the Baltimore club remains, I

believe this is true but I am not absolutely certain, it
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will say in the contract, unless the Baltimore club
remains in the stadium, then I think it continues for
another four years auntomatically,

Was it a twenty-year contract that started in 19532

I wasn't connected with tﬁe club in 1953 so I don't know.
Do you not recall assuming a preexisting contract?

Yes; we assumed a preexisﬁing contract. I can't state
whether it is a twenty-yvear contract or not,

Exhibit 1 provides at page 3: "The term of this agreement
shall be for an absolute operating period for twenty
years, commencing January 1, 1954 with an option to renew
the within agreement for a period of four additional
years.h Does that refresh your memory?

I think that is essentially the case,

Iz this a contract, as you understand it, that would

follow the baseball franchise even if it was moved to

another stadium?
MR. WAGONER: I object to that, the

contract speaks for itself.

T don't know,

Pages 2 and 3 of Exhibit 1 provide "The exclusive rights
and privileges herein granted by owner shall likewise
attach to its baéeball franchiss and follow it and
appertain to and be exzreised by concessionaire on or

about the premises at wiich owner, its assignee or
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succeséor, presently or hereafter, during the term hereof,
shall conduct its home baseball operations."” Does that
refresh your recollection on that? |

No.

Has there been any loan financing by Sportservice to the
Baltimore baseball club?

Not sinece I have been involved with it,

Was thére pre&iously?

I don‘t recall, I déﬁ't know,

Do you recall ever paying off any loans?

Nao.

When did you first become connected with the Baltimore
baseball club? |

In an official capacity in 1965,

What was your capacity at that time?

I became Chairman of the Board,

Did you have some earlier connection with the club?

Only in relation to some few shares of stock which we
owned at that time, |

“We" being the National Brewing Company?

I think maybe I might have owned a hundred shares myself,
I am not sure when I opought them,

When did the ~National Brewing Company first acquire an
interest?

I don't remember.,

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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e i Q Was it before you did?
2 A I don't remember,
3 0 boes the ball club share concession revenues on a percen-
4 tage basis with the concessionaire? |
5 MR, WAGONER: Once again the contract
6 speaks for itself, whatever the provisions are they
7 . are., I objec£ to_the question,
8 0 Go ahead. |
9 A Somebody give me some instructions,.
10 ' MR. WAGONER: 1If you have an independent
-1 knowledge.
12 A . I have no independent knowledes. If it says sO in the
Q _ 13 contract, whatever it is it is.
14 0 As you sit here now you don‘'t know whether or not your
15 ball club shares revenues with the concessionaire?
16 A 0f course I knew the concession company pays the ball
17 club as stated in there, some 33%, and the ball club
18 | pays the city some 10%. I don't know the details.
19 0 The concessionaire gets the rest?
20 A Whatever is rest, I guesé he does.
21 o) Have you -at any time sought to negotiate a termination
22 of the twenty-year contract with Sportservice?
2B A No.
24 0 Have you at any time tried to find a new concessionaire
25 to take the place of Sportservice?
‘ ’ . NORTHWE“;‘:;FN(‘:)(::JOFZTE?;T'ORTERS

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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1 A No.
2 Q Have you tried to negotiate a change in the percentage
3 terms of the allocation between the ball club and Sport-
3 service?
5 A I don't remember the exact details of this but when I
6 came inte the pigture, I %hink=we were getting something
7 iike 29% and I visited with Mr, Lew Jacobs, who was then
8 the'oéerating head of the company and asked him whethar
9 the 29% was constant with what Sportservice was paying
10 tc other people with whom they did business and he advised
i1 me that the rate was 33% and from that point on we would
12 get 33%,

o 13 o You cobtained a 4% increase?

' 14 A Yes,

15 0 pid you give anything to Sportservice in return for that?
16 A No.
17 0 It was simply a volunteer concassion on thelr part?
18| A  Right,
19 0 Now are you connected Mr. Hoffberger with any other business,
20 other than the Baltimore baseball club?

21 A Yes.

22 | 0 Would you t2ll us what those are?
23 A I am the chairman of a company called Divex, which is a
2 wholly-owned subsidiary of thz dational Brewiny Company.
25 Q what business is that in?
® | NORTHWEST couRT REPORTERS

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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Any other business besides that?

‘of and member of the executive committeeﬁof Falrchlld '

~which is the pargnt,company of Motor Freight Express;and

 How about the Natlonal BreW1ng Company?

,I am a dlrector of the Natlonal Brew1ng Company, -

'You are. the pre31dent°: }l
 what brands of'beer_aoes'that compahy‘make?

' Regal,_a—i, Malt Duck, Wales, White Ale, Van Lauder and

some other brands which are minof and I can't describe at

You have_désd:ibed nihe,from.memory. Can you tell me
lwhefe_thé'breWery_is 1ocated'thét the CQmpany owns?
;-Baltimore,'Phoenix, Detroit, Miami,
1_¥ou'ha§e:four brewéries.then?

It makes household and industrial chemicals and cleaners,
bitters, waxes and soaps. It purchases blends, bottles
and sells olive oil and one of its subsidiaries makes,

produces and sells Italian and Mexican frozen foods.

Yes, I am dlrector of Motor Prelght Express, which is a

motor frelght carrler as the name 1mp11es I am director

}

-

Industrles, a dlrector of Merchants Terminal Corporatxon,

which ié iﬁ thefcoldmstOrage'WéréhOusing-business.

ki

,, :
N . [ T,

a8

bt S Sl
Yeso .o o [ P L

National Bohemian, National Premium, Colt 45, Ultras,

this moment.
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, Which one or ones?
'Mr Robert Uihleln

' What company is he connected with?

Schlitz.

How long have you known him° T

 Are you a frlend of hls, would you say?
- Are youy a frlend of Mr Sélig. and/or anybody else ‘connect-
~ Who elee?
'-eMr,.sElig, Mr. Fitzgerald, I don't know who else is

'"3Have you ever encountered;Mgeguihlein:at any of the

... meetings of any trade association in the beer industry?

. Which association?

. U.’S. Brewers Association,

Are you-acquainted with any of the people.who ergaﬁized
Milwaukee Baseball Club, Inc.?

Yes,

Are you acquainted with any of them who are also in the

beer business?

Yes,

In excess of twenty years.e

hY

i

No' -."sil‘ :"

-","" ) : v

Clgea e kS

ed Wlth the Mllwaukee club’.

Yes.

cdhnected‘with the club outside of those three.

Yes.

NORTHWEST COURT REPCRTERS
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2nd on those, I take it vou have annual meetings of that
association?

Yes.

Have you discussed the baseball business‘with him at
any of those meetinés? '

Not that I can recollect.

Do you.have any?wakigé;aérgem@nts of any kind with his

beer company?, -

S o
o

No.

Do you have any distributors in common?

Yes .- . _

Tell us‘ 1f you can;‘who those ‘are.
I wouldn t have the sllghtest 1dea
How ao you know you have them

I know that we do because I have been told that we did,
but I don't knowzwhb'they are. ‘

'Do ybu know in what territories they are?

"No.

Are any of the beers made by your company distribgted on
a national, a nationwide basis?

Yes, Colt 45.

And the others are all regional, I take it?

Yes,

Mr. Hoffberger, do vou recall that in October bf 1967,

specificallv October 18, the American League passed a

) ' NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
409 NORTON BLEDG.
SEATTLE, WASMINGTON
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resolution aWarding an expansion franchise to Seattle and
another one to Kansas Clty° |

I don't remember the date but I know ‘that that was done.
Do you recall how. you voted?

MR. WAGONER: I object to the form of that
question and move tte answer be stricken for the
reason that_it miSStates the resolution. The
resolutlon talks 1n terms of maklng avallable two
expan51on clubs, Kansas Clty and Seattle, Washlngton,
subject to certaln terms and conditions.

Do you recall how you voted on that resolution, Mr.
Hoffberger? e

No T don't fhe record will sﬁow how I voted.

Were you ordlnarlly the executeve of +he Baltimore club
who attended the League meetlngs and voted on the resolu-
tions??

- ordinarily I was accompanied by others.

In your absence, when you were_absent who would vote in
pehalf of the Baltimore club?

Frank Cashen.

What is his position?

Executive Vice President.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2
marked for identification.)

We have marked as Exhibit 2 a copy produced.by the League

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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ing terms and cond1t10ns~~ one, “that the ownershlp in said|

e expan510n club shall be held by persons who are acceptable

of therresoiutien passed in Oakland, 1967. It states in
part and i-qudue?-'"Further resolved, that the Amerlcan
League hereby adopts an expansmon plan under whlch the
League will expand to twelve member clubs as soon as
p0551b1e but 1n no event later than the 1971 season,

and make. avallable the two expan51on clubs to Kansas City.,

Missouri and Seattle Washlngton, subject to the follow-

] ’

1 o

to the T.eague’ fcr mombershlp and who are. prepared to make
the necessary flnanclal commltments and plans for the
ownershlp and operatlon of sald expan51on club. Can
vou recall what lf anythlng, the League dld to fulflll
the flrSt cond1t10n just quoted’

What was tne flrSt cond1t10n° T

Ttem number ona <

’Am WAGONER- I 6iaject to the form of the
'queetion. ‘It says what the League did to fulfill
the condition. That misconstrues the thrust of the
resolution.

I can't remember what the League did. .

The first paft of it says: "That the ownership in said

expansion clubs shall be held by persons who are

acceptable to the League for membership. Is it true the

Leagua aid detevalne the Sorlanos and Mr. Daley were

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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-League . 15 made up of twelve clubs._ The League office

'does what the twelve clubs request the League office to-

'whether oranot the Sorlanos and Mr Daley were prepared to

'soperate the club°

: Obviously the majority of the League felt that they were,’

’.Daley in. the enterprlse°

It was.

 Was hefkndeﬁto you to be a man of considerable means

'1‘5%I£%wasenot;known to me; I had been told that,

acceptable for membership?

I presume that that was determined that way because they
became the ownexs and operators of that club.

bid the League do anything to fulfill the second part,
that is to say that they‘were prepared to make the

necessary financial commitments?
MR, WAGONER: Again I object to the

form fcr;ihe;eaTe_reasongI did the last one. I
z?thlnk that mlsconstrues what the League is to do

B -Or nOt tO do "“I‘ _1. S

I don't know I don't know who determlned that., The

¥
[ -
N

‘ |
A -
do. .;Aw'\‘ e L

. TN . A

Wekl dad the League offlce or the twelve clubs ascertaln

‘\" &
k § #

H
H 3 *‘? W=

make the neceSsary flnan01al commltments to carry on and

And was that based in part upon the lnvolvement of Mr

at that time?

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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' The resolution in the part just quoted recites that the

“terrltorlee?f Y

:The transcrlpt of the Amerlcan League meetlnq at Oakland

on,pege;?J.

‘-;the Sorlanos finance it should have been our busmness and

‘Etiwas not and that is. one of the reasons we are in this
-quqit;qn.--~Now what did xou_mean_when.ng sg;d.how the
f”ébriaﬁés financed it should have been our businese and

'was not’

Did you rely on that in the course of voting for approval?

Yes I did, the record will show that,

expansion shall be not later than the 1971 season, The

League decided in fact to make it 1969, did it not?

I guess if it came in '69 there was a decision to change

it. I don't remember those dates,.

And was that dec151on to'expand in 1969 based upon a desir

to make sure” that the National League ‘didn't obtain these

There were a number of reasons, I really can't give you

a specifiC'answerHES@that

I don't know whether lt was or not

I

VCallfornlaeof.Janﬁary 26 and 27 1970 shows the following

'“Mr Allyn ' How they finance it is thelr

business Mr. Hoffberger: No, that is not true, How

It ‘has been my feellng that certaln guidelines should be

’V.fJ”;eig_dqwnffo;rflnanc1ng baseball c¢lubs, either expans;one o

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS‘
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'T'Do you recall a meetlng at Mexico Clty 1n December of

-1967 at;whlch the American League selected Paciflc North-

the award of a franchise to Pacific Northwest Spcrﬁs, Inc,

- That is whet the records ghow,

‘FQJDo jou recall how you voted on that- resolutmon’

¢lubs or newly purchased clubs and I didn't feel that

the Sorianos had sufficient funds to carry a very, very

difficult load,

Your feeling has been there should be guidelines to assure

the ownership shall weather some losing seasons?

Yes.
And vou felt that that had not been done in the case

of the Soriano-Daley ownership?

Yest E ‘j.‘.’ ae ’v; . ] ¥

.....

west'Sports, the Sgrieno-Daley company, as the franchlsee

‘.

for Seattle’ ,i‘ ;3”gf}' b

)v‘

I recall that meeting but I am,hot prepared to say. The
record wxll say where they were selected; I am unprepared
,,;‘r, U o . ,

RS A (Plalntlffs' Exhibit 3
e T marked for identification.)

ER N

To refresh your memory I will hand you Exhibit 3, which"
was produced by the'Leegue as a copy of the resolution

passed at Mexico City and that reflects, does it not,

for Seattle?

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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twelve or at that time ten members of the American League?

- bid you have any. conversatlons w1th anybody in that group ‘

"‘about it°

I can 't remember whether 1 had any conversatlons in that

'_the October 18, 1967 resolutlon of the League concernlng

I can't pln down the dates but I did have dlSCUSSlODS with)

them from tlme ta” tlmef'“r

who did you have tﬁe discussions with?

z;QHew'would_you'describe particular conversations?

1 voted reluctaﬁtly in favor of that out of consideration

for Mx, baley.

Do you recall whether it was unanimously passed by the

I don't recall that.

During the year 1967 were you aware of continuing-efferts

by Milwaukee Baseball Club, Inc., to get a franchise placed
at Milwaukee? | | |

W
' R ‘ -
ARy o i .- .

year but I certalnly had conversatlons w1th them,
lf‘ E ' o :

!
Do - you Eecall‘dlscuSSLng that w1th them at any time after

expans on to Seattle° Qii-n‘m‘a%'5l'

.,-

Liw g

Was it after the Seattle frenchise was awarded?

I can't tell you that,

Mi;'Selig_end-Mr. Fitderaid'primariiy.
Do. you remember any particular conversations with either

one of them?

 NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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‘with my wife and they called and said they wanted to see

Were they both there, Selig and Fitzgerald?

_Yes.

than you glve me any idea when this wae?

'ND

'Any other conversatlons w1th anybody representlng the
I can/ t remember any other conversatlons w1th people

e named Adleman who was a member of that group and I
dremember;tel;;qqumenggqme;pQ@nt that he shouldn't
.invest-in baseball.

- In the lattef part of 1967 after the League had awarded a

fngn the last part of- 1967 after the League had p?aced a d.

T mean, do you recall a conversation where you were asked

a certain place talking to them?

Yes, I was on a holiday in Ve rmont Maine or New Hampshire

me and I said if you do I will be in trouble with my wife
and they insisted, they flew in there and I met them and
we had a littleﬁcottage'and we sat on the back porch and

I said fellows, you are nuts, don't go into baseball,

v e -
HE A

w3

o _‘.-
Lo

Mllwaukee group°

P
- l

‘xl

representing the Milwaukee gfoup.n I have had a friend

hf f

franchlse to Seattle, do you recall hav1ng -

MK, WAGONER- I object to the form of the.

question, the League doesn't award a franchlse to

Seattle

NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS T k
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-Yes,

sfa very good frlend of mine 1n Seattle thls morning who

becausefof Varloue clrcumstances must remain nameless.

‘If he must remaln nameless, must we name him?

fFor present purposes I thlnk so. ﬂ

T can t remember. I have a; few friénds out there but I

The next sentence-"r"Nevertheless, I am able to tell you

-that he is a man well respected in the community, success

Cwith pféfesSional sports." Does that refresh your memory?

It could have been a man named Allen Ferguson,

,'_He was

"He told you that he conszdered t1e stadium bond issue to

franchise in Seattle, do you recall having any concern
that the bond igssue for the domed stadium might not '
succeed?

Yes, _ :
(Plaintiffs' ILxhibit 4

marked for identification,)
Handing you Exhibit 4 Mr, Hoffberger, is that a letter

from yourself to Mr, Cronin dated December 18, 19677

You'begin.the letter by saying: “"Dear Joe, I talked with'

Who was the frlend?

.: i

v [

f‘A:l ,. n"-

can!’ 't remember who that was at thlB poxnt

\w fEA

ful in h;s business and has had a long—tlme associatlon

He is the Rainier Beer man, is he not?

.NORTHWEST COURT REPORTERS
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Yes.

’ efforts are 1n evrdence except at a communlty leader

It that is what I sald that 15 what he sald

I can't

-And Mr. Ferguson adv1sed you and you reported to Mr.

O ® oo B O

be'iffy_esﬁyou'have'reported_it here, is that correct?
And he told you that, as he states on page 2, “My

frlend tells me that to date no strong profe551ona1

level. 5 Dld Mr. Ferguson tell you that7

Did you get a—hold of him- or v1ce versa about thlS°

I,can‘t remember what the occasron was.

Was the conversatron 1n person or by telephone°

L

remember wnether 1t was_ln person or, by telephone.

\~r

Cronln if the bond 1ssue falled the publlc off1c1als

e

would be reluctant to use funds to bUlld the stadlum,

r;_ghtg _ ’ ;_~ ,

1

Yes. [ f‘ff..'

And you go on to state to Mr. Cronln, "In view of this

b

and ln v1ew of other 1nformatlon ‘'which has come to me,

I agaln,urge you to appo;nt a ‘committee to. develop a

series of alternate plans. wWhat were the alternate

plans you were referring to?
I can't remember. That is 1967, it is six years ago or
five and a half years ago and I can't remember.

Was it a plan to move from Seattle?

I would dotbt ic.
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? 1 Q _Was 1t a plan to play baseballfsomewhere‘else_in‘Seattle?
2 A lI don't know what those plans were.
-3 Q Was 1t a plan - |
4 | o MR, WAGONER:V He said hg-:.doeé_-,n't know
5 _.3' what the ‘plan was. | | ; L
6 Q To refresh your recollectlon was 1t a plan to transfer
7 | the franchlse to Mllwaukee°;' _‘ | _'
8 MR WAGONER- I object to that I rhink
9 | : you are badgerlng the thness. It says in vrew of
LU thlS and ln vrew of other lnformatlon which has come
n ' B 7 to me I agaln urge yoa‘to ap901nt a commlttee to
12 5?:' yy‘.LdeVEIOp a serles of alternatlve plansh The letter
} ol indicates that a c0mm1ttee 90551bly “should be
| | 14 apporntad to- aevelOP plans. |
15 IR MR, 'I‘OMLINSON I further add to the
16 | objectlon there 1s no 1ndlcat10n from the letter
o j.rthat tnere was any- alternata plan. I think the |
18 g : w1tness has testlfled tﬁat he can't remember any
19 1ternate plans I thlnk he answered the gquestion
20 | and consequently I will object
Zi Q When you write to Mr, cronin, did you have in mind the
22 | . alternative of transferring the franchise to some other
23 city? |
24 A I doubt that seriously but I am not absolutely certain.
| 5 A_ll,I was suéjgsz:ting here was we had a difficult situation . ’
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O

A

So as far as you recollect
‘your own thlnkxng was that 1f the stadlum issue falled
Handing youiﬁxhibitfs,

35Were you ‘in London at; ‘the time that was dlctated?'

I thlnk what I dld was, I normally when I travel hand

or potentially ohe‘and I wanted to have fallback positions
_and normal busxness kind of operatlon, N

then, as of December, '67-

that wouldn't necessarlly mean 1eav1ng Seattle9

I can’t respcnd whether 1t meant that or. not
(Plalntlffs' EXthlt 5
marked for ldentification.)

is that_a-letter-from yourself
o Mr. Cronin dated January 25, 19687
Yes. L SR

write and send thlngs back on a daily basis and my

secretary sxmply 51gned that

The letter beglns 'J"Dear Joe-f I. have just heard while

£y

here, xn London.that my frlends in’ ‘Seattle ¢hink the bond

R

1ssue (stadlum) is runnlng about 50/50 between success

and fa;lure.‘ Who was 1t that adv1sed you of that in

London?
I don't rememoar,

who were the frlends you ware referrlng to?

r—

T do not remember.

Did you have at this time any business friends in

Seattle other than Mr. Ferguson?
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- 23

o

-late In December I wrote to you one, suggesting that thel

Seattle vote agalnst the bond 1ssue
ey the*t;me of this 1etter?
:the questlon before.
_plans'
© that one to death “_.féﬁ_e;j#

3_D1d you have any co

and '68 w1th anybody representlng the Mllwaukee Baseball

..representlng the Mllwaukee

mf{of the flrst of '68 was an

Yes. I don't know whether it was Seattle or not. No,

I guess not.

So the phrase, "my friends in gseattle"” as used by you,
can you explain how that happens to be there?

No, I don't_know. I can't say who that was,

On page two you state,'starting at the bottom of page

one, "This is. ‘being passed on to you for whatever action

you thlnk necessary and proper. I hope it is not too

Amerloan League come up w1th an alternate plan ‘should

This Stlll should bel

done ) What alternate plan, 1f any, d1d you have in mlnd

P

O L 3 J
Tgh

The same alternate I dldn t know about when you asked me

I don't know what those alternate
'\c .

Mere and I don't thlnk that we should just beat

. I.

l\‘ ' Il'”_ ‘19 4 o
nversatlons durlng the wxnter of 1967

_;l'\
[ J

v #E [ T
. gt o+

C-]-‘.Ik)'> ."' -‘:'.:""‘ ;l-"u. PR A S
I told you before that I had conversatlons w1th people_

'Baseball Club from tlme to

tlme and I cannot plnpolnt the dates.

Can you tell us whether or not a move to Mxlwaukee, as

alternate that you had ‘in mlnd’_
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Q Can you recall now whether there was an alternate you

A S
r "any specaflc alternates, I don t recall that there were
0 In January and February of 1968 ‘did you become aware

MR, TOMLINSON: I object to that.
MR, WAGONER: Ycu have gone through that
five times,

A - I told you I don't know, .
MR, WAGONER: You are badgering the

witness, At this point you-are repetitive; he
answered the question clearly and distinctly as

best he can,

MR, DWYER: Sometimes we can refresh'

'.reoollection with details.

had in mind? - ‘

B ) can't recall what the alternates were. I didn't have

of any effort by:the Amerzcan League to secure the

-_passage of the stadlum bond issue in Seattle?

vv‘ e

4 ¢

A ;Wlth the understandlng I am- not trying to pinpoint any

~dates’ because I don't remember what those dates were, 1
did not.know of . any SPElelC efforts by the Amerlcan
League to secure the passage of the bond issue in Seattle,
Dld you know that John F, Kraft Incorporated had rendered

_Q,a serles of reports on publlc opinion concernlng the

“ﬂbond‘lssue?,

—
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o

-remember who John F Kraft lS

of passage of the-stadlum 1ssue?
don't have that,from'my;oﬁn:personal knowledge.

T wouldn't have the silghtest 1dea

'Mr: Hoffberger, dld you have an opportunlty to go over any

Things that were 1nvolved. Just what you have in front

No, I don't even know who John F., Kraft is, Maybe.it'

happened at that tlme but as of ‘this moment I wouldn't

Do yougrecall belng at any meetlngs of the League in which
it was reported that the outcome was: doubtful’

I'have'no recollectlon of that

Do you recall hav1ng been aware that Mr Cfonin_went to

Seattle durlng the bond 1ssue campalgn and spoke in favor
A review,of_the_t:anscript_ihdicates that:to me but I

And who authorized Mr.: Crofiin: to do that?

documents connected w1th this case in advance of today's

dep081t10n° _;fﬁ- _Q;“ﬁ;; pﬁj;z

Yes, I read the transcrlpt of the record.
Whlch record can you tell us’

No - I can't a great blg file of some kind,

It had transcrlpts of meetlngs 1n it?

of you I imagine,.
Did you have an opportunity to read the verbatim trans-

cripts of the League's meetings‘connected with the Seattlg

situation?
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