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DAVID 1., COHN

AFPPEARANCES:

DANTEL PHINK, £o9. (Trethewey, Drink & Wilsen),

appearing for and on benall of the plaintifls;

KENNETE R. AHLF, ES@., Assistant Lttorney General,
Temple ol Juaticé, Olympiz, Washington and

STEPHEN R. THOMAS, §S50., Assistant King Co{.mty
Prosecuting Attorney, C503 King County Courthouse, 3eattle,
appearing for end on behalf of the deflendanis.
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BE IT REMEMBERED, th
21

beginning at the hour of 25 otclock P.H., thereol, at

1418 IBM Building, Seattle, King County, Washington, before

(¥

me, Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter and Notary rfublic 1n and

T

for the 3tate of Washington, personally gppeared Davia L, Cohn,

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter
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the ﬁitness herein,

testimony taken, to-wit:

DAVID L, COHN, called as a witness herein, being

BY MR. BRINK:

O

o =

LH O O

WHEREUPON, the followlng proceecdings were had and

MR, BRINK: This is taken pursuant to the rules,.

first duly sworn, was examined
and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Would you state your name, please?

David L, Cohn. |

And your residence address?

2040 82nd Southeast, Mercer Island.

Were you a member of the Washington 3tate 3Stadium
Commission?

Yes, sir.

And you were an appointee of -- 7

The governor,

D1d you have any posltion, other than just being a member?

-— Marritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter . ...
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I was vice-chairman.

What pbfiog_éﬁ,timemdié_yog_serw¢ c;'ba:
Jjust roughly -- not any precise 78I -- it ool
any recollection of gencralily whon vou wove

-

and through the time in which wou ssrvos’

-t

It seemed like 57 yearz. 1T musy nave Decn &0y

a2 half, anyway. It ic & matter of record, vub I woul
have to lcook it up.
1% was sometime_im_l?é?, through somstims in 1G5E7

Ye that's right.

o

As a member of the Stadium Commission, did the commission
have many meetings?

Yes, J would say so.

On perhaps a weekly or more often than that basis?
Not more often than that, 1T was just based on the

work load that wags presented to us.

And included, amongst the meetinga you had, did you have
meetings oubside of the State of washington®
No, not outside of the Skate of Washington.

Or did you travel to inspect the various sites:
o the new stadiums, outsice of the State, wes.

can you give us a few examples of the ones

Mearritt G, Dyer, Court Reporter
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Shea?

Yes, that's it -- Shea; Atlanta, I belleve that would

be all of them, the ones that have been bullt in the last
ten years.

Do vou hknow as to whether ény minutes were kept of the
meetings of the Stadium Commission, either inside or
outside of the State or any reports made of your jJourneys.
outslde of the State?

There were no reports made -- no repcerts made to anyone,
But we discussed cur travels with the two members that
d1d not make the trip, which were Commisslioner O'Brien
and Commissioner Speliman,

About that time, Commissioner Spellmazn had a broken leg,
didn't he?

That's right,

How about minutes of meetings that were held here, in
the 3tate, do vou Wnow whether any minutes weré kept”
Yes., I think there were minutes kept bty Jack Keane,

who was Secretary to the Commissilion,

Did Mr., Keane accompany the Commisslion on the inspection
of the other aites?

Y.s, he did,

By other sites I meant outslde of the State?

Qutslide of the 3State, ves,

Ag a member of the Commisslon, vou phvaleally inspected

PSS ' I TS S B L 1 Dyat' Court Reports: .. . R e
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vossible gites inside the State --

recommendaed to Uus.

And those consultants were -- I think the GTerm was

And they had a group of others working with them?
Right.
Tn your finzl rescluticn of the prov

upen the stadium site, Mr. Cohn, prior t¢e this did you

ion with anybody representing the

93}

have any discus
Seattle Filots:
No, sir.

They were to be or at least
Lo be one of your major tenanhs of thoe atadium?

ves. I think theilr feelings were -- now, you gsaid prior
to our selection? |

Right.

t

Nothing prior to. Rut from reading in the newspapers

and talking bto persons -- including the Sorianos -- they
preferred the stadium out in the Scuth Ind.
Did the Commission hold any hearings in which they invit

representatives of the Seattle Pilots -- any of the

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reperter
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Sorianos -- I don't know who all was Involved in the
Seattle Pllots, but anybody from the Seattle Pillots,
to appear before them and express their wishes?

Yes. This was prior; when the ad hoc commlttee asked

for a 90~day extension, at the same time the Sorianos

or the Seattle Pilots concurred in the delay, in making
our decision, going along with the ad hoc committee
with a 90-day postponement,

They appeared up there at the hearing and said, "It is
okay with us?

Yes, sir.

The representatives of the Pllots you indicated were
interested, as far as you could tell, in a suburban
location; can you tell us what they may have expressed
to you as %o whether you, individually, or whether you
as a member of the Commission =~- 7

¥Yes, I think inasmuch as 1 am more sport oriented,
they talked with me and said thev would prefer a stadium
out there in the South End, because they would then
participate In half of the parking révenues. I tolcd
them that they were not in the parking business, they
were in the baseball business, They knew that downtown
they could not participate in the parking revenue,
Because that would be handled by the City?

By the City; yes, sir.

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter . .




1 Q And  any revenuea collected would go to the City, to pay
’ off their bonds or whatever? i
;1 A Yes.
4 Q Mr. Cohn, now I &m going te tell you something that I
3 have heard about or read aboub, and you can tell me
6 whether it is accurate or not, and the statement I have
4 heard is that this stadium was going to be bullt
R downtown or nowhere?
9 A T have never heard that statement,
10 Q You have never heard that?
11 A No, sir.
12 Q were there any pressures brought to bear on the members
13 of the Stadium Commission -- aside from everybody
14 wanting to have 1t somewhere or other Q~ any pressures
15 brought by any members cof government or any members
16 of the Commission, itself, as to trying to make this
17 decision in one place or another?
18 A Nos nogmgmbe:,pﬁ_the Stadium Commission pressursd any
19 o??ggsmgmberﬁ I am guite strong in making & statement
0 like that. Of course, we were pressured.
71 Q By the pﬁblic?
| A By‘fhé:public;
23 2 And. by the newspapers?
24 A It was a very unfortunate thing, I think, 1in some respects,
- I didn't mind the pressure. I am in the pressure business,
Merritt G. Dyer, Court Repor?er.
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Yes,

go it didn't bother me.

Did you, as a member of the Stadium Commission, have
access to reports of the traffic studies done by the
people out of San Francisco?

Wilbur Smith & Associates.

Wilbur Smith & Associates®

Yes, 8ir; we did. 411 of us had information on that,
In fact, all meetings that were held were held and

attended by all six members of the Commisslon, unless

they couldn't get there, Information was given to all of
ug, at that time.

Were there written reports filed with the Commission,
by Wilbur Smith & Assoclates, about traffic problems ==
Yes,

-- and how to resolve them?

Yes,

How about Fenton, Conger & Balalne, the appraisers?

The appraisers, yes.

And you had access to their opinions?

Who were some of the others -- Hope"

Frank Hope & Associates,

And you had access to their reports?

Not only that the Commissicn had access tothe reports,

but 1f I remember correctly, these reports were given

Masritt G, Dyer, Court Raporte:
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to the medla, and also repreaentatives of the areas
involved,

I think the last group of assoclates were Shannon &
Wilson, the soll e¢ngineers?

This was the scll englneers, yes,

You had acéess to thelr reports, as well, and considered
them?

Yes, sir.

As a member of this Commission, I can assume that one of

your big problems was to conaider the problem of acecess -
That's right.

v to.any area?

That's correct.

Whether 1t be South Park, Riverton, Northrup or the
Seattle Center?

That's right.

Ag part of your consideration, 4id you concern yourself
with when the Bay Freeway might be completed?

Yes, May in enlarge on that?

Surely?

We were told by government -- this 1s city, county, state
and federal -~ that the access wceuld be taken care of;
that 1t was the responsibility of government to take

care of access., fHenator Magnuson appeared, at s hearing

that we had, and reemphng!ond the statement that I made,
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or whatever their technical nam

t a lefter, ves.

That I think veou all have a CcoD
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need not go into that.

I know Senator Magnuson kept ask

where is Mr. Prahl?’ .

Also, -something I have read 1s
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an interest, as.a

2 participant in the Seattle Pi
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Ak I can explain thali to wvou

Ll

¢

the. American League owners and

as I have, without they elither
vou, .They asked me il I would

v of, here, so we

adid send 2 letter.
that vou a2t one %time had

in becoming

. You can't meet with

president as many tines

they wanted me to participate in the new franchise for

Szattle. . I thanked them for thelr confidence in me

and told them that I would be far more effective 1[ I

10

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter
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did not have any stock or was &uis U0 purenzss 2rn’ 2777
in the new.baseball franchise, at Tive, .I? ER
the_EorwarQ\Thrust electicon, They 3t411 wentad mo, e,
I would certainly consider being = o7 22l
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Mr, Dalley.
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I don't know Mr, Dailev, 1 know the Sor
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Is this fellow Trom Cleveland

¢
~

ianos.

he chairman of the board of the Seattle Filois.

He used to own the Cleveland Indians, that's right. He

[
[#4]

stockholders in the new Sezttle franchis

Your verbal option -~ were there any ter

thig -~ 7%

No, sir.

2.

fees

one of the participants -- one of the majority

75 attached to

-~ any price at which you would be able ©o buy or any

ercentarge which vou would be limite
by

Yos.

T assume they wouldn't tell you that they would

51 per cent of 1it.

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter

11




12

n

b

17
18

19

o

2t

=8

2

Ty

getting the people to go

+tion to buy as much stock as ke

25 that verbal option sntered

into?

Oh, gosh! ~This was before we got the verhtal commitment
A L. [, P B Wl 4 [

from.the American Icague., T had besn back in Chicagce

apd asked the American League for a commitment, if tThe
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domed. stadium would pags,

a 4en per cent to filfteen per cenlt pius
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By Mr., Dailey?

Or the Sorianos?
Nolwggt the Soriancs, hecause the stadium went downtown
iﬁétead of going in at the 3outh Park site.

So far as vou were concerned, Lhe option was in effect,
until sometime alfier NovembLer 1%th, which I think was

the date of this last report of the Stadium Commigs!

Merrtt G, Dyer, Court Repartar we
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They are down the tube

baseball,

is where 1t

But there was no price

fifteen per cent, that

Only bhecause we did not

to cost wg, There were

We,héd“borrowed'moniesd

uout dPG he;nbd hcgot
collars.
When you, B8y, fwe,” are

had donc 367
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stock was goin
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from the bank which I had known

late,

to the

vou Talking

13

tune

a2hoat

of

the

four million

Soriancs

A" Yes -- or the Seattle FPilots,

Q Because Mr. Dailey still has & majer portion of the
stock?

A I don't know any more, because I am notrow in tne group.
But when I was, yes, ne was a majority stockholder --
not a wajority stockholder, but he had a substantial
amount of stock in the club,

A} Do you know of anybody else who had any kind of similar
option, whether it was for 15 per cent or less or more,
who would be 2llowed %o be a participant in the Pilots?

A No. Well, of course, at the time that I was one of the

Merritt G. Dyer. Court Reporter o
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A

bovs, the name of Dr. Hubchinson as participaling in

it., in a small way. Vsrn Coulon.

He is a resltor in Yest Seattle, is he not?

No, not in West Seattle. I think he 1s, in fact, right
across the street from the ball park, on Empire and -- .
And Rainier?

Yes. His name was menticned. vhy I 3ay this is vecause
at one of the American League meetings, thé Sorianos

had to submit the 1list of stockholders.

wWas Mr, Coulon on this, at that time, that they submitted

Yes,

As potential stockholders“
Yes, he was.

Was your name on it°

v

No ~- because I hadn't committed myself. I think

&S

perhaps I made a mistake. I fell it would be more

effective i I tried to sell the domed stadium without

'R

people saving, "Cohn has a gimmick. He is going to
ke 2 member of the baseball team.' I mentiorned this
v

to Ross Cunningham, when I got back from Chicago, and

T told Ross the same thing I just told you. I ssid, I

have a problem. The American League wants me In
T .

Ross said, "wWhy shouldn't you be, if anyvbody i3 going

to pbe?’ I said, "I thought I would be more effective,

Merritt G. Dyer, Court Reporter
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gelling this bond issue, if I stayed out, But I
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wanted vou to know that I have been invited in."

Is Mr., Cunningham one who fcok you on a tour, later cn?
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Yes -~ because we turnei cown ths
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site. This was the site that the mayor origin
wanted and that the Times supperted. Cur consulsants
sald that 1t was on the bottom of the 1ist, as far as
being feasible. That dJowntown site was on the bolttom of

the 1ist and the 3ezttle Center site was on the top of

“the list, if we could stay within our forty million

-

dollars, f we could not stay within our forty

miliion dollars, then they had
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didn't have the
would recommend anothe r.ogite, which of course would

have to be in the county. We had teld them, criginally,
that we had the forty million dollars to spend and
therefore the site must qualify with the forty million
dollars. The construction of the stadium would cost the
séme, no matter where vyou put it ~~ downtown or in

the South Ené or on the East Side. The additional cost,
in.pafkingﬁ.was the reascon whv the Sz :ttle Center was

a

not seriously considered, untill the City comnltted

.'}-

I8

Vm

themselves to taking care of the park: T_.The access

for*v miliion

6]

was -going to cost more monles than the

dollars, no matter where vou put it.

Merritt G, Dyer, Court Reporter
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City or the State or tho

governmeni, U0
that matter, under the huilding of sccoss and the parikd
and so on and still keep within your forliy million
dollars, then that was consistent with your opinion
anc in that way it would be tha bteost site
That's right. It i3 the responusinllity of government

to provide for access, nc matier you vuild and

where you build 1t. We have dons

at Renton, at Auburn, at Kent, at Evereti. We have done

this for South Center Shopping Center. It nhas bteen

MR, BRINK: I have no otber guestions.

territt G, Dyer, Court Reporter




